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Brightening a Bishopric 
 

1) BISCHOF, Johann. Ein schön newes und lustiges Buchlein von 
dem Stifft Bambergk. [Rothenburg ob der Tauber: Zacharias Gros 
for the author], 1571.  
 8vo. Contemporary reversed parchment interim wrappers. 
 Only edition of a history of the bishops of Bamberg in verse, from 
1007 to 1571, completed in manuscript (prose) to the 1690s.  $2750 

  
Avoiding the shoals 

 

2) BONE, August Friedrich.  Boussole de la Cour. [N. p., 
Germany?], 1713.  
  Small 12mo. Contemporary calf. 
 Only edition of an anonymous French translation of the Hof-Compas 
(1672), a guide to Court life.  The author advises moderation in the 
midst of temptations, the careful cultivation of allies, a cool head when 
confronted with envy and back-stabbing, and attention to the ladies. 
No US copies in OCLC of this or the German edition.   $1100 
 

  Not the same text 
 

3) BRANT, Sebastian; DROUYN, Jean.  La grand nef des folz du 
monde. Lyon: François Juste, (1529)-1530.  
 4to. Gothic types, title in red and black, woodcut illustrations. 
Eighteenth-century French red morocco.   
 The Ship of Fools freely adapted into French prose, illustrated with 
woodcuts used in the Lyonese incunable editions of the Narrenschiff. 
From the library of Ambroise Firmin-Didot. $40,000 

 
Forever unattainable 

 

4)  CIBOULE, Robert. Le Livre de la perfection de la vie 
crestienne. Paris: Pigouchet for Vostre, [ca. 1510].  
 Small 8vo. Gothic types, metalcut frontispiece. Later boards.
 Probable first edition of a treatise on the eight steps to spiritual 
enlightenment, written in French for laymen and -women, but 

advocating an arduous self-denial that amounted to a monastic 
existence. Two other copies located, both in France.  $8500 

  
After hours diversions 

 

 5) COQUILLART, Guillaume. Les Oeuvres. Lyon: Benoist 
Rigaud, 1579.  
 16mo. Title woodcut. Morocco gilt, arms of the Marquis de Coislin. 
 Coquillart’s satirical plays in verse were performed by law clerks. 
Using juridical jargon, he drew on popular themes: the difficulties of 
conjugal life, mismatched marriages, randy priests, prostitutes and 
cheating merchants, making his plays accessible and funny even to 
those who missed the in-jokes.  $8500 
 

Ten volumes in technicolor 
 

6) CORNEILLE, Pierre [and others]. VOLTAIRE, editor. 
Théatre de P. Corneille, avec des commentaires. [Paris?, s.n.], 1776.  
 10 volumes, 8vo [2 volumes shown]. 34 engraved plates. Untrimmed 
and in the original woodblock and color stencil-printed wrappers, 
signed by the papermaker. 
 A pirate edition of Voltaire’s 1764 edition of Corneille, all volumes 
retaining their temporary wrappers of colorful papier dominoté. Most 
such wrappers were discarded; surviving examples are usually 
fragments or separated from the books they bound. This unusual ten-
volume set adds a new paper to the corpus of Orléans printed papers 
recorded to date.  $4800 

  
Meant to be scribbled in 

 

7) DAM, Dirk Jansz. van. d'Erven Stichters Comptoir Almanach. 
Amsterdam: heirs of Cornelius Stichter II, [1759].  
 4to. Red & black printing, woodcuts, interleaved. Contemporary 
Dutch gold-tooled calf, from the Rosette Roll Bindery of Middleburg. 
 An interleaved Dutch almanac, illustrated with 12 large emblematic 
woodcuts of monthly activities, several showing Amsterdam, bound in 
Zeeland.  $3900 
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A bygone world beautified  
 

8) DUPLESSI-BERTAUX, Jean. Recueil de cent sujets de divers 
genres  / A Sett of one hundred original etchings. Paris: at the 
editors, 1814. 
 Oblong 4to, 100 etched plates. Modern half morocco.  
 Only edition. An untrimmed copy of a superb etched survey of daily 
life and professions in Paris.  $5600 

 
Royal attention requested 

 

9) ELIZABETH I, Queen of England – BERNARD, John.  
Oratio pia. London: William Seres, 1568.  
 4to. Bound ca. 1570 by the “Macdurnan Gospels Binder” in 
brown calf over pasteboard, covers gold-blocked and -tooled with the 
arms of Queen Elizabeth. 
 First edition of a devotional treatise by a reformist Yorkshire 
preacher, BOUND FOR PRESENTATION TO QUEEN ELIZABETH. The shop 
dubbed the “Macdurnan Gospels binder” was active from the 1560s to 
the early 17th century, binding presentation copies of books given to 
dignitaries of the Court by Archbishop Matthew Parker and other 
patrons, including members of the London book trade. Queen 
Elizabeth is known to have owned nine books bound in this shop. This 
one is not included in the censuses by H. M. Nixon and Miriam Foot, 
although it was described in the trade (by Quaritch) in the nineteenth 
century. $50,000 
 

Eye candy 
 

10) EMBROIDERED BINDING – Etrennes mignonnes. Liège: 
widow  J. Dessain, [1782].  
 24mo. Woodcuts. Interleaved calendar. Contemporary embroidered 
case binding, decorated with metallic thread, sequins and colored metal 
foil. 
 An almanac in a brightly decorated embroidered binding.   $2200 
 

- And several other almanacs in embroidered or morocco bindings, 
individually priced. 

 
No repeats  

 

 11) EMBROIDERY PATTERNS. A volume of designs for 
embroidery. [England?, not before 1814]. 
  Manuscript on paper. 4to. 227 leaves of pen-and-ink designs. 
Contemporary English diced Russia leather.    
 An album of varied pen-&-ink patterns for embroidery, by a skilled 
draftswoman (or -man).  $5200 

 
Pocket proverbs 

 

12) [GILLES de NOYERS, Jean]. Proverbes communs, et belles 
sentences. Paris: P. Ménier II, [ca. 1605]. 
 16mo. 19th-century morocco gilt by Trautz-Bauzonnet with arms of 
the Marquis de Morante.    
   1100 French proverbs with Latin translations, a shortcut to wit 
adapted for juvenile readers. $3800 

 

A conversation for all genders 
 

13) [LE ROY, François]. Le Dialogue de consolation entre l’ame 
et raison. Paris: [Étienne Caveiller for] Denis Janot, 1537.  
   8vo. Gothic type. Full-page metalcut. Modern morocco. 
  A dialogue between reason and the tormented soul, by a monk of the 
order of Fontevrault, which housed both monks and nuns. The 
metalcut was copied from that used in no. 4 above (Ciboule). $3800 

  
 Mosaic glass, previously unstudied  

 

14) MINUTOLI, Johann Heinrich Carl. Über antike 
Glasmosaik. Berlin: Mauer, 1817. 
 Folio. Lithographed title, 6 engraved plates illustrating 8 glass 
objects, all finely colored in gouache. Original glazed turquoise 
wrappers.  Provenance: Prince Friedrich Karl Alexander of Prussia.  
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  A superbly illustrated treatise on ancient colored glass by an important 
antiquarian, privately printed in fewer than ten copies. This copy was 
given to the author’s pupil, Prince Friedrich Karl Alexander of Prussia. 
The gouache-work, which reproduces the colors and designs of the 
original glass objects, provides details not supplied by the underlying 
engravings. $6500 

 
Unrecorded issue 

   
15) MISSAL. Missale Romanum, ex decreto sacrosancti Concilii 
Tridentini restitutum. Paris: Associated Booksellers to the 
Church, 1600. 
 Folio. Red & black printing, printed music, 7 full-page woodcuts, over 
300 historiated initials. Contemporary French gold-tooled citron 
morocco with central cartouches of the Crucifixion and Annunciation.  
 An imposing and finely bound post-Tridentine Missal. The two other 
known copies of this edition have full-page engravings instead of 
woodcuts.  $15,000 

 
 Pre-Revolutionary poetic manifesto 

 

16) MOREAU le jeune, illustrator. IMBERT, Barthélemy. Les 
Bienfaits du sommeil ou Les quatres reves accomplis. Paris: 
(François Ambroise Didot for) Brunet, 1776.  
 8vo. Etched title and 4 plates after Moreau. Red morocco.  
 First edition of an allegorical poem relating four dreams, disguising a 
political manifesto in favor of a parliamentary monarchy. $1800 

 
Only known copy  

 

17) OFFICE OF THE VIRGIN, in Latin and French. L’Office de la 
Vierge Marie pour tous les temps de lannee. [With:] Oraisons 
devotes. Paris: widow of Jacques du Clou [Françoise Gettard], 
[late 1615 or 1616]. 
 8vo. Frontispiece portrait of Saint Louis by Léonard Gaultier after 
Jean Messager, engraved title and 20 engravings by Etienne Dauvel. 

Ruled in red. Contemporary French gold-tooled morocco, paneled à la 
Du Seuil, with owner’s gold-lettered name (Louys Coquet).  
 An apparently unrecorded Horae, printed by a woman, lavishly 
illustrated, and bound for a contemporary owner.  $8500 

 
No vows of poverty here 

 

18) OFFICE OF THE VIRGIN, Latin & Italian. Officio della B. V. 
Maria. Rome: Salvioni, 1756.  
 8vo. Contemporary Italian goatskin with large rococo dentelle border 
and silver clasps. 
 A splendid rococo binding on a luxuriously illustrated Office of the 
Virgin, produced by the Printers to the Vatican.  $7500 

 
Whose was it? 

 

19) PAPAL PORTFOLIO. Morocco portfolio with papal arms. 
[Italy, probably Rome, ca. 1710-1750]. 
 Agenda format gold-tooled goatskin portfolio with overlaid arms of 
Pope Benedict XIV, arms of the city of Rome, and four other coats of 
arms of patrician Roman families; lined in floral Dutch-gilt paper from 
Augsburg. 
 An exuberantly gold-tooled portfolio used by papal officials under the 
reigns of two Popes.  $4500 
 

A commoners’ fête book 
 

20) PARIS, FESTIVAL FOR BIRTH OF THE DAUPHIN – Les 
Delphinies, ou les Fêtes Patriotiques occasionnées par la naissance 
de Monseigneur le Dauphin. [Bound with:] Le Nécessaire des 
Dames et des Messieurs. Both Paris: chez Jubert, Doreur, [ca. 
1782]. 
 24mo. 12 engraved plates by Baquoy fils. Contemporary red morocco. 
 Only edition, no other copies located, of a delicately illustrated 
miniature festival book, depicting the celebrations in Paris in 1782 for 
the birth of the Dauphin from the point of view (unusually) of the 
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common people; bound with Jubert’s Nécessaire, a pocket diary printed 
on a special paper to be written on with a metal stylus.  $4000 

 
A pocket for the pocket 

 

21) POCKETBOOK. A woman’s embroidered letter-holder or 
pocketbook. [France, mid to late 18th century].  
 Rectangular envelope-style pocketbook with flap, in blue silk 
embroidered with polychrome silk thread, metallic thread, sequins, etc. 
 A beautifully designed and executed embroidered pocketbook for 
ladies. Such richly decorated textile envelopes were used to carry notes 
or letters.  $2750 

 
Meditations on the Mysteries 

  
22) PONCE DE LEÓN, Gonzalo. Sanctissimi nominis Dei 
sodalitas adversus periuria et blasphemias. [Rome:] de Cavalieri, 
[1590].  
 4to. Engraved title, 19 full-page engravings (2 repeats). Contemporary 
parchment.  
 Only edition of an erudite history of the Confraternity of the Holy 
Name of God, with its statutes, by a Spanish Dominican humanist. 
Included are related works, including meditations on the Rosary and on 
the life of Christ, illustrated with engravings by the publisher and 
engraver Giovanni Battista de’ Cavalieri.  $3900 

 
A recipe for rows 

 

23) SOZZINI, Fausto Paolo.  Christianae religionis brevissima 
Institutio. Raków: Sebastianus Sternacius, 1618.  
 8vo. 18th-century French citron morocco.  4 pp. of manuscript notes. 
 First edition of Sozzini’s unfinished magnum opus, the Institutio, 
with the original text of the Racovian catechism, printed at a Reformist 
colony in Poland that was established in 1569 and destroyed by the 
Jesuits 70 years later. Socinianism, the foundation of Unitarianism, was 
considered heretical at the time. Sozzini’s manuscript of his famous 
catechism was destroyed by mob violence; this edition contains all that 

survived (without his disciples’ later additions). It was the only edition 
to contain both the original unfinished texts until his complete works 
appeared in 1656.  $9500 
 

A Cypriot immigrant made Genovese Saint 
 

24) VANNINI, Artemio. Vita e miracoli della Beata Limbania 
Vergine, et Monaca del Monasterio di San Tomaso di Genova. 
Genoa: Giuseppe Pavoni, 1615 (colophon: 1612). 
   4to. 4 full-page engravings. 18th-century boards. 
    Only edition of an illustrated hagiography and miracle book of a 
Cypriot-Genovese saint with maritime connections and a taste for 
extreme self-punishment.  $3200 

 
Women’s lives – and complexions 

 

25) WOMEN – MANUSCRIPT. Dictionnaire des femmes des 
Cinq parties du monde. Europe. [France, 1833?]  
 4to, [272] pages, in sheets. 
 An unpublished “women’s geographical dictionary,” or survey of 
customs and characters of women of different nationalities. The 
accounts of the anonymous male author reflect the prejudices of his 
time, but he sincerely supports women’s education. A source of 
anthropological arcana, the manuscript also provides insights into 

gender roles and attitudes.  $3600 
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