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The first spiritual autobiography 
 

1) AUGUSTINUS, Aurelius. Confessiones. Milan: Johannes Bonus, 21 July 1475.  
4to. 18th-century parchment over pasteboards. A large copy, preserving the original partly manuscript and 

partly stamped quire signatures. Only four fifteenth-century editions of Augustine’s spiritual autobiography 
are recorded, each printed in a different city. Goff A-1251.  $28,000 
  

Good boys  
 

2) [BACHIN, Leonhard]. Corona Mariana. Munich: Thuille, 1746.  
 8vo. Allegorical frontispiece and 12 engraved plates. 18th-century silver-gilt-tooled and painted goatskin. 
 A popular hagiographical collection of child-saints, selected for their devotion to the Virgin.  This edition 
was published for the Jesuit College of Munich.  $1600 

 
From one pretender to another 

 

3) BARROIS, Joseph. Dactylologie et langage primitif restitués d’après les monuments. Paris: Firmin Didot 
frères [for the author], 1850. 
 4to, LARGE-PAPER COPY. 61 lithographic plates. Presentation binding of green morocco, elaborately gold-
tooled to a neo-fanfare design; author's manuscript presentation letter on vellum bound in. The Bernard 
Breslauer copy. 
 FIRST EDITION, “ROYAL” PRESENTATION COPY, for the Comte de Chambord, the Bourbon royal pretender. This 
eccentric work on the origins of language was the work of a wealthy Royalist bibliophile and dealer in 
purloined manuscripts.   $15,000 

 

The diffusion of taste 
 

4) BÉRAIN, Jean, and others. [Ornament prints.] Augsburg: Wolff, [ca.  1712-1724].  
  Broadsheets. 58 large engravings after Berain and others. Contemporary boards.   
   These exact German copies of designs of furniture, wall panels, ceiling decoration, etc., by Bérain (45 plates) 
and other French artists, were used by goldsmiths, cabinetmakers, stucco-workers, wall painters, and other 
craftsmen throughout Central Europe.  $8500 

    
From the first press at Ulm 

 

5) BERCHORIUS, Petrus. Liber bibliae moralis. Ulm: Johann Zainer, 9 April 1474. 
   Folio. Woodcut title border. Contemporary red-stained deerskin. 

 FIRST EDITION of an allegorical interpretation of the Old and New Testaments. An unpressed copy, bearing 
several of the cloth impression marks long noticed in Johann Zainer's imprints, recently analyzed by Claire 
Bolton. Goff B-336.  $30,000 

 

Bound for the Queen 
 

6) BERNARD, John.  Oratio pia. London: William Seres, 1568.  
 4to. Bound ca. 1570 by the “Macdurnan Gospels Binder” in brown calf over pasteboard, covers gold-blocked 
and -tooled with the arms of Queen Elizabeth. 
 FIRST EDITION of a devotional treatise by a reformist Yorkshire preacher, BOUND FOR PRESENTATION TO QUEEN 

ELIZABETH. The shop dubbed the “Macdurnan Gospels binder” was active from the 1560s to the early 17th 
century, binding presentation copies of books given to dignitaries of the Court by Archbishop Matthew Parker 
and other patrons, including members of the London book trade. Queen Elizabeth is known to have owned 
nine books bound in this shop. This one is not included in the censuses by H. M. Nixon and Miriam Foot, 
although it was described in the trade (by Quaritch) in the nineteenth century. $50,000 
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His favorite girl 
 

7) BERNARDINUS SENENSIS. Sermo de gloriosa virgine Maria. [Cologne: Ulrich Zel, before 10 October 1470]. 
 4to. Later flexible boards. Rubricated, contemporary annotations.  
 FIRST EDITION, the earliest surviving edition of any work by Bernardino da Siena, the greatest preacher of 
quattrocento Italy. Goff B-348.    $12,000 

 

One of three known large-paper copies 
 

8) BOCCACCIO, Giovanni. Il Decamerone. Venice: de Gregori, May 1516. 
 4to. LARGE-PAPER. 17th-century French gold-tooled dark blue morocco, red morocco doublures. 
Contemporary marginalia. The Heber − Fairfax Murray – Martini − Wilmerding copy.  
 THE FIRST CRITICAL EDITION OF THE DECAMERON, annotated by a contemporary reader and bound for a 
seventeenth-century French collector.  This edition constituted the first official recognition of the literary 
importance of the text, which had previously been viewed as a “tavern book,” or collection of bawdy tales for 
women. $45,000 

  
With the Hilprand Brandenburg bookplate 

 

9) BONAVENTURA, Saint. Commentarius in primum librum Sententiarum Petri Lombardi. [Strassburg:  
Printer of Henricus Ariminensis (Type 2), between 1474 and 1479].  
  Folio. Contemporary manuscript quiring. Contemporary blind-stamped pigskin, from the “Phönix” 
workshop (Kyriss 162). With the Hilprand Brandenburg bookplate and Jakob Louber's ex-dono inscription.  
 FIRST EDITION of any of Bonaventura’s commentaries on Peter Lombard’s four-part theological handbook.  
This copy was bound in Hilprand Brandenburg’s customary bindery, and bears his celebrated hand-colored 
woodcut bookplate, one of the earliest to be printed. Goff B-870.  $50,000 
 

Estelle Doheny copy 
 

10) BONIFACIUS VIII, Pope. Liber sextus decretalium. [With:] JOHANNES ANDREAE. Super arboribus 
consanguinitatis et affinitatis. Venice: Torresanus, de Blavis & de Paterbonis, 26 September 1482.  
 4to. Contemporary blind-stamped calf, from the Augsburg  workshop of Jörg Schapf. Provenance: Brixen, 
South Tyrol, Reformed Franciscans; Estelle Doheny, Perryville donation.  
 Pope Boniface's continuation of the Decretals of Gregory IX, Torresanus’ only edition, with an illuminated 
author portrait and a contemporary manuscript register. Goff B-995.  $25,000 

 
The first attempt at realistic illustrations of non-European peoples in a European travel account 

 

11) BOTERO, Giovanni. Le relationi vniversali ... In oltre vi s’ aggiunge ... un breve racconto di Mostri, & Usanze 
di quelle Indie.  Venice: Alessandro Vecchi, 1622-1623.  
 4to. 8 parts, numbered to 6: with the Aggiunta to Part 4, and Part 6 in two parts. 33 woodcuts in the Aggiunta, 
Part 1 bound without the 4 engraved maps. Slightly later parchment. From the Auersperg princely library. 
 Botero’s complete Relationi, including the scarce Aggiunta, containing an important series of early 16th-
century woodcuts of native people of India, Guinea and Arabia, attributed to Hans Burgkmair.  $16,000 

 
A humanist best-seller 

 

12) BRANT, Sebastian. Stultifera navis.  Strassburg: Johann (Reinhard) Grüninger, 1 June 1497. 
  4to. 118 woodcut illustrations printed from 78 blocks. 18th-century calf.    
 Third (dated) Latin edition of the Ship of Fools, one of several counterfeit editions published three months 
after the first Latin edition. This was Grüninger’s fourth piracy of the text (the others were in German). Goff 
B-1089.    $20,000 
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The Firmin-Didot copy 
 

13) BRANT, Sebastian. La grand nef des folz du monde. Lyon: François Juste, 1530 (colophon 1529).  
 4to. Gothic types. Title printed in red and black, woodcut illustrations. 18th-century French red morocco. 
 The Ship of Fools in a French prose adaptation by Jean Drouyn, illustrated with woodcuts used previously 
in the Lyonese incunable editions. Bechtel B-389.  $40,000 
  

A dispersal reconstructed  
 

14)  BRANT, Sebastian. Varia carmina. Basel: Johann Bergmann, de Olpe, 1498. 
  4to. Woodcut illustrations. 19th-century half roan. Provenance: Princes of Monaco; Leipzig University 
duplicate. 
 FIRST EDITION of Brant’s miscellaneous Latin verse, third, most complete issue. The poems are on religious 
themes and contemporary figures and issues; one is on syphilis. The Leipzig Sammelband to which this copy 
originally belonged has been recently identified. Goff B-1099. $15,000 
 

A stunner 
 

15) CALLIGRAPHIC DISPLAY SHEETS.  An extraordinary manuscript suite of calligraphic broadsheets, 
including original drawings of the Passion, signed by Johann Keye. Brandenburg, 1683. 
  Oblong broadsheets. [54] pp., containing 42 exuberantly ornamented calligraphic German texts, mainly 
religious citations, many in colors, some heightened with gold, and 8 full-page pen-and-ink drawings. 
  This exceptional survival was the work of a master calligrapher whose drawings have a folk-art-like charm. 
The precise intended use of these large sheets is unknown, but they were probably intended for display in a 
context of religious pedagogy. Early modern calligraphic manuscript broadsheets seldom survive.  $20,000 
 

Immaculate   
 

16) CARACCIOLUS, Robertus. Sermones de adventu, Sermo de S. Joseph, Sermo de beatitudine, Sermones de 
divina caritate, Sermones de immortalitate animae. With: Dominicus BOLLANUS. De conceptione B.V.M. 
[Venice: Johannes de Colonia & Johannes Manthen, about 1474].  
 4to. Contemporary quarter pigskin over beech boards. Contemporary marginal study notes. 
 FIRST EDITIONS: a sermon collection by a celebrated Italian preacher, with a treatise on the Immaculate 
Conception. Fine condition. Goff C-137.  $13,000 
 

The Pope’s American problem 
 

17) CARRILLO, Alonso ‒ SAN DIEGO Y VILLALON, Juan. Discorsi apologetici, in che si da relatione della 
persecutioni … dal … Vescovo del Paraguay, nelle Indie Occidentali. [Madrid? not before August 1658]. 
 Folio. Contemporary Roman goatskin gilt with arms of Pope Alexander VII.     
 PAPAL ASSOCIATION COPY of two tracts defending Bernardino de Cárdenas, Bishop of Paraguay, in his bitter 
dispute with the Jesuits, which lasted two decades and had international repercussions for the Church. $18,000 
 

Foundational layers 
 

18) CASSIANUS, Johannes. De institutis coenobiorum. - Collationes patrum XXIV. Basel:  [Johann Amerbach,  
after 24 September] 1485. [Bound with:] THOMAS À KEMPIS. Opera. Nuremberg: Caspar Hochfeder [for 
Peter Dannhauser], 29 November 1494.  
 2 vols. in one, folio. 17th-century blind-stamped pigskin with device of the Salzburg Benedictines. 
 Two fundamental religious works from very different periods of Christianity, bound together by the 
Benedictine monks of Salzburg:  First Edition of the fifth-century hermit Cassian’s treatise on the basic rules 
of and psychological obstacles to monastic life, and the second edition of his Collationes or conversations with 
other Desert Fathers  on spirituality and asceticism; bound with the first edition of the works of Thomas à 
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Kempis to include the Imitatio Christi, the work that personalized religious devotion on the eve of the modern 
era, sowing the seeds for both the Protestant Reformation and the Counter-Reformation.  $15,000 
 

He made their fortunes  
 

19) CHODOWIECKI, Daniel, artist. Almanac Généalogique pour l’an 1787.  Berlin: (Decker), [1786/1787].  
 24mo. 12 engraved plates after Chodowiecki. Embroidered binding. 
 A pretty Berlin almanac, illustrated by the most prolific German book illustrator of the 18th century. 
Chodowiecki’s financial value is evident from the publisher’s advertisement on the final leaf, in which ordinary 
copies of the almanacs are offered for 7 groschen, those with 12 engravings for 9 groschen, and those with the 
12 engravings by Chodowiecki for 16 groschen.  $2800 
 

Time was of the essence  
 

20) CHRONOGRAMS – [SPORCK, Jan Rudolf, Bishop of Adraa]. Talpa literaria. Prague: Hladky, printer 
to the Archbishop, [1752]. 
 4to. Woodcut title vignette and ornaments. Dutch-gilt-paper over boards.  
  ONLY EDITION. One of the two largest published collections of “chronograms,” composed by a blind Bishop 
from Prague. One other copy located.  $3900 
 

Unattainable perfection 
 

21) CIBOULE, Robert. Le Livre de la perfection de la vie crestienne. Paris: Pigouchet for Vostre, [ca. 1510].  
 Small 8vo. Gothic types, metalcut frontispiece. Later boards. From the library of the Valenciennes 
Carmelites.  
 Probable first edition of a treatise on the eight steps to spiritual enlightenment, written in French for laymen 
and women, but advocating an arduous self-denial that amounted to a monastic existence. Two other copies 
located, both in France.  $8500 
 

Law clerks after hours 
 

 22) COQUILLART, Guillaume. Les Oeuvres. Lyon: Benoist Rigaud, 1579.  
 16mo. Title woodcut. Gold-tooled red morocco, arms of the Marquis de Coislin. 
 Coquillart’s satirical verse plays were written for performance by the associations of law clerks known as the 
Basoche, who mocked courtroom proceedings in comic plays performed for each other and for the public. 
Using juridical jargon, Coquillart drew on popular themes: the difficulties of conjugal life, mismatched 
marriages, randy priests, prostitutes and cheating merchants, making his plays accessible and funny even to 
the general public who may have missed the in-jokes.  $8500 
 

Astrology for the saddle-bag 
 

23) CREUTZER, Peter. Planeten Büchlin. Frankfurt: Weigandt Han, [not before 1556]. 
 4to. Red & black printing. Woodcuts. Contemporary German laced-case red-dyed parchment binding with 
envelope flap. 
 An illustrated astrological handbook in a sturdy laced-case “wallet” binding. $12,000 
 

Sure thing 
 

24) DANCE OF DEATH. La Grande Danse Macabre des Hommes et des Femmes. Troyes: Jean-Antoine Garnier, 
[ca. 1770-1780].  
 4to. 60 woodcuts. Modern design binding, boards with “dancing” gold-tooled lettering-piece on spine.  
 One of at least three Garnier editions of the most popular of all Dance books, illustrated with archaic 
woodcuts copying those of generations of Troyes printers.  $2750 
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The bureaucracy of remains 
 

25) DURAZZO RELIC AUTHENTICS. A collection of printed and manuscript documents pertaining to 
religious relics in the private chapels of the Durazzo family.  Genoa, Rome and various places, 1661-1794.  
 12 printed and 2 manuscript relic authentications, with related manuscript descriptions and documentation, 
stitched into a small folio-sized silk binding, splendidly embroidered. This unusual volume is both a beautiful 
book object and a window into a routine but largely ignored aspect of Catholic religious life. $18,000 

 

Horror vacui 
 

26) FABER, Fortunatus. Hochschätzbarer Seelen Ehren Thron. Munich: Michael Wening, 1683. 
 8vo. Engraved throughout, portrait frontispiece with contemporary hand-coloring. 18th-century German gold-
tooled goatskin with matching case. 
 ONLY EDITION, PRESENTATION COPY, of an entirely engraved graphic devotional work by the publisher-
engraver, designed to be viewed as double-page openings. There are no blank spaces. A precursor of the 
modern graphic book. $2500 
 

An art-historical detour 
 

27) FALCONI, Niccolò Carminio. Ad Capponianas Ruthenas tabulas commentarius. Rome: Salomoni [for the 
author], 1755.  
 4to. Title with engraved arms, 5 engraved plates. Contemporary Roman presentation binding of gold-tooled 
red goatskin, with the arms of the dedicatee Giovanni Giacomo Millo, Cardinal of Crisogono. 
 ONLY EDITION, THE DEDICATION COPY, of a privately printed study of an unusual Russian wooden icon, painted 
with a visual calendar of Orthodox saints based on manuscript menologia, bequeathed to the Vatican Library 
(along with his vast library) by Alessandro Gregorio Capponi, founder of the Capitoline Museum. The author 
misdated the 17th-century icon to the 12th century.   $7500 
  

A jolly emblem book 
 

28) FARLEY, Robert. Kalendarium humanæ vitæ. The Kalender of mans life. London: for William Hope, 1638.  
  8vo. Engraved title, 16 full-page woodcut emblems, this copy with both states of the two woodcut variants. 
Later calf.    
 ONLY EDITION of a bilingual emblem book with delightful woodcuts, by a little-known Scottish poet, whose 
Neolatin poems on the seasons and months are accompanied by his English translations. STC 10693. With a 
contemporary manuscript Latin & English poem at end.   $5500 
 

Shop copy 
 

29) FILELFO, Francesco.  Epistole. Paris: Jean Philippi for Denis Roce, 1501. 
  4to. Contemporary Parisian blind panel-stamped calf.  
 AN EARLY PARISIAN PUBLISHER-BOOKSELLER’S BINDING, produced for display in Denis Roce’s shop on the rue 
Saint Jacques, covering the first of several Roce editions of the popular humanist letters of Francesco Filelfo, 
studied by generations of students as models of elegant Latin.  $6200 
 

Bought by the Buxheim wine cellarer 
 

30) GEILER VON KAISERSBERG, Johann. Die brösamlin. Strassburg: Grüninger, 1517.  
   Folio. Woodcuts. Contemporary blind-tooled pigskin over wooden boards. From the library of the Buxheim 
Charterhouse, with a purchase note of the Carthusians’ wine cellarer. 
 ONLY EDITION of an illustrated collection of sermons by the pre-Reformation pastor Johannes Geiler from 
Kaisersberg in Alsace. Geiler preached in German from his notes in Latin, and the compilations of his sermons 
were made by auditors, in this case Johann Pauli. Most of the woodcuts, by the master H. F., Hans Schaufelein 
and others, were designed for the edition.  $20,000 
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Ecumenical 
 

31) GIACOMO FILIPPO FORESTI, DA BERGAMO. Supplementum chronicarum. Brescia: Boninus de 
Boninis, 1 December 1485. 
 Folio. Contemporary blind-stamped pigskin over wooden boards, bound in the monastic shop of the 
Würzburg Benedictines. 
  Second edition of a popular world chronicle, the only incunable edition printed outside Venice. Foresti’s 
was the first world history to include accounts of both Arab scholars and women. Goff J-209.  $14,000 
 

Sharpening young tongues 
 

32) [GILLES de NOYERS, Jean]. Proverbes communs, et belles sentences. Paris: P. Ménier II, [ca. 1605]. 
 16mo. Morocco by Trautz-Bauzonnet, arms of the Marquis de Morante.    
   1100 French proverbs with Latin translations, a shortcut to wit adapted for juvenile readers. $3800 

 

Sparkles for long nights  
 

33) [GJØDESEN, B. C., compiler]. En Nye Psalme-Bog. [Bound with:] KINGO. Den Forordnede Nye Kirke-
Psalme-Bog. Both: [Copenhagen? or Tønder?]: E. D. Nagel, bookbinder in Tønder, 1765. 
  2 vols. in one, agenda 12mo. Second work with woodcut frontispiece. Contemporary “jeweled” binding with 
later clasps, colored glass and metalwork.  
 A showy copy of a pair of Danish hymnals used in Jutland. Kingo’s hymns are still sung in Denmark and on 
the Faroe Islands.  $3000 
 

The first of Lorenzo di Alopa’s important series of Greek editions 
 

34)  GREEK ANTHOLOGY. Anthologia Graeca Planudea, in Greek. Janus Lascaris, editor.  Florence: Lorenzo 
di Alopa, 11 August 1494.  
 4to. Bound for the Duke of Roxburghe in red morocco gilt, ca. 1800, with his arms.  
 

 EDITIO PRINCEPS OF THE PLANUDEAN ANTHOLOGY, “one of the great books of European literature, a garden 
containing the flowers and weeds of fifteen hundred years of Greek poetry” (Oxford Classical Dictionary). First 
issue, with the editor’s dedicatory letter to Piero de’ Medici. Goff A-765.   $60,000 
 

Bound at Lambach Abbey 
 

35) GRITSCH, Conrad. Quadragesimale. [Nuremberg]: Anton Koberger, 27 February 1479.  
 Folio. Rubricated, large opening initial in pink with green flourishing. Contemporary blind-stamped alum-
tawed skin over wooden boards, from the cloister bindery of the Lambach Benedictines, spine leather 
extending into perforated tabbed caps, an early textile ribbon bookmark attached to the top flap. Vellum 
manuscript spine liners from a fifteenth-century rubricated Bible.  
 The first of three Koberger editions of a popular handbook for preachers, containing 50 Lenten sermons 
filled with exempla from medieval and classical sources as well as from the Bible and Church Fathers. This 
copy was bound at the Lambach Abbey bindery for the local parish priest Conrad Loher, who donated the 
book to the Abbey in 1499. Goff G-494. $30,000 
 

Theodore L. De Vinne’s copy, on vellum 
 

36) GROLIER CLUB – DE VINNE, Theodor Low.  Facsimile of the Laws and Acts of the General Assembly for 
their Majesties Province of New York. At New York printed and sold by William Bradford, printer to their Majesties 
King William & Queen Mary, 1694. Edited and annotated by Robert Ludlow Fowler. New York: (Theodore Low 
de Vinne for) The Grolier Club, January 1894.  
 Folio, PRINTED ON VELLUM. Black morocco. From the collection of Bernard Breslauer.  
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 A fine association copy: the exemplaire de tête, printed on vellum, retained by the printer for his private 
collection, and later owned by the bookseller-bibliophile Bernard Breslauer.  This was one of three copies 
printed on vellum from a total edition of 315 copies. De Vinne, “the Dean of American printers,” was a founding 
member of the Grolier Club. $8500 
 

The Duc de La Vallière copy   
 

37) [HENRY, Jean]. Le Jardin de contemplation. Paris: Jean Petit, 25 October 1516.  
 

 Small 8vo. Calf. Gothic types. 18th-century pencil number “759” on front flyleaf, from Guillaume de Bure’s 

first auction of books from the library of the Duc de Vallière (Catalogue des livres provenans de la bibliotheque 

de M.L.D.D.L.V., Paris 1767, lot 759). 
 ONLY EDITION of a mystical allegory written for nuns, relating an eerily detailed dream-vision. The Jardin de 
Contemplation has been viewed as the first of a series of fictions incorporating gardens as the structuring 
principle; as part of a late fifteenth century surge in devotional works written for cloistered women; and as 
representative of the late fifteenth- and early sixteenth-century vogue for spiritual allegory, linking this type 
of treatise to morality plays. No copies in the US.  $11,000 
 
 

A unique woodcut illustration cycle 
 

38) HORAE, use of Rome. Heures de nostre dame, en francois et en latin. Paris: (Jean Lescallier for) Guillaume 
Julien, 1556.  
  8vo. 19 large woodcuts. Morocco by Trautz-Bauzonnet.  
  A very rare vernacular Book of Hours, in a “modern” style, using roman types and a series of Italianate line 
woodcuts, used in no other known Horae. The edition was shared with Thielmann Kerver II; one copy of that 
issue is recorded. The present Julien issue was previously unknown.    $14,000 
   

Freedom from coiffures 
 

39) [HUCBALDUS, monk of Saint-Amand].  Aegloga de calvis. [Rome: Giacomo Mazzocchi, ca. 1514-1523].   
  8vo. 8 pp. Carta rustica.   
  A rare humanist edition of a medieval tautogrammic poem in praise of baldness, in which every word begins 
with the letter C.  $2200 
  

What we missed 
  

40) KILIAN, Bartholomäus II, engraver. Vlysses. Augsburg: Johann Ulrich Stapf, 1678.  
 Oblong folio. 59 etched and engraved plates. Boards covered in Dutch-gilt paper (see cover illustration).  
 ONLY EDITION of the first German version of an engraved picture-book of the Odyssey, reproducing the 
fresco suite of the Galerie d’Ulysse of Fontainebleau, painted in the mid-sixteenth century by Nicolò dell’Abate 
after Francesco Primaticcio, and later destroyed. The designs made the rounds of Europe by means of several 
print series, of which this was the first in the German-speaking lands.  $4800 

 
Miniaturized for children, engraved by a woman 

 

41) KÜSEL, Maria Philippina, artist. Biblisches Engel-Werck. Augsburg: Lotter, [ca. 1705-1710].  
  8vo. 32 engraved plates by Küsel.   
  A virtually unknown children’s book, consisting of a small-scale version, produced for children, of the 
publisher Johann Ulrich Krauss’s emblem book of angels, the Biblisches Engel- u. Kunst Werck, published in 
1694 in folio format. The original engravings were here reduced and modified by Krauss’s sister-in-law. No 
copies in the US.  $5500 
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Wishful thinking, crossing the line 
 

42)  LACTANTIUS. Opera. [With:] Venantius FORTUNATUS. De resurrectione Christi. Venice: Vindelinus 
de Spira, 1472. 
 Folio. 18th-century illuminated border incorporating the arms of Pietro Bembo as Cardinal. 18th-century 
vellum. From the Schönborn-Buchheim library.  
  The works of the Church father, from the first Venetian press, embellished with a pastiche border including 
the spurious arms of Cardinal Bembo, supplied by Franz Josef Hahn, Bishop of Bamberg, to "ennoble" his 
copy.  Goff L-5.   $32,000 

Math as path 
 

43) LA PERRIÈRE, Guillaume de. Les Considérations des quatre mondes.  Lyon: Macé Bonhomme, 1552.   
 8vo. Woodcut portrait and grotesque page borders. Contemporary painted strapwork binding (restored).   
 FIRST EDITION of a collection of four hundred French hermetic and emblematic quatrains on the “four 
worlds”: divine, angelic, celestial, and “sensible” (that which can be grasped by the senses), by the author of 
the first French emblem book, who exalts mathematics as the only path to apprehension of the divine. $6500      
 

 
A dialogue for ladies and gents 

 

44) [LE ROY, François]. Le Dialogue de consolation entre l’ame et raison. Paris: [Étienne Caveiller for] Denis 
Janot, 1537.  
   8vo. Gothic type. Full-page metalcut. Morocco. 
  A dialogue between reason and the tormented soul, by a monk of the order of Fontevrault, which housed 

both monks and nuns. The metalcut was copied from that used in no. 21 above (Ciboule). $3900 
 

Copy-text lost or invented  
 

45) MANUSCRIPT IMITATING PRINT –  Les Remarques Sçavantes et curieuses d’un homme du monde, sur 
plusieurs sujets differens. “A Paris: chez Jacques Langlois Imprimeur Ordinaire du Roy, 1698”. 
   8vo, 19th-century morocco gilt. From the libraries of Paul Desq and Gustave Mouravit.  
 A manuscript imitating a printed book, complete with half-title, title with imprint, signatures, head-lines, 
shoulder-notes, printer’s permission, etc. The text is a smorgasbord of curiosities, from black magic to 
ethnographic snippets, with lists of European noble families. No 1698 edition is recorded, nor any by J. 
Langlois; the earliest edition dates to 1702 and was printed by Guillan.  $2400 

 
For the barely literate clergy  

 

46) MARCHESINUS, Johannes. Mammotrectus super Bibliam. Venice: Nicolaus Jenson, 23 September 1479.  
 4to. Contemporary manuscript register on first blank.  Contemporary blind-stamped calf over wooden 
boards with incised brass corner-and centerpiece bosses.  
 A fine copy of Jenson’s edition of a popular Franciscan Biblical and liturgical aid for less educated clerics, 
containing hundreds of short entries providing definitions, etymologies, and grammatical explanations of 
terms found in the Vulgate and in liturgy. Goff M-239.  $30,000 

 
Magic and idolatry, embraced by the Church 

 

47) MARIA STEINBACH Pilgrimage Church. Wahre Bildnuss der MIRACULOSEN schmertzhafften Mutter 
Gottes zu Steinbach in oberschwaben. ATTACTA. Augsburg: Franz Xavier Endres, [ca. 1760-1770].  
 Folio broadsheet engraving, hand-colored and varnished.  
 Engraved pilgrimage broadside. The word Attacta indicated that the image had touched the holy painting 
or statue and was therefore blessed: the print itself became an object of worship, charged with special 
sanctitude. The weeping statue of the Virgin in the church of Maria Steinbach elicited a wave of popular piety 
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in the early 18th century, which the Church first tried to suppress but eventually co-opted. No other copies 
located.  $1150 
 

 Paraphernalia of the analog life 
 

48) MERCHANT’S CALCULATION TABLES. A set of portable manuscript tables for calculating weights and 
measures in the principal cities of Europe, the Mediterranean basin, and Mexico. [Florence?,  18th century].  
 Manuscript on paper, 8 sheets mounted on rectos and versos of four boards edged in orange paper.  
 Comparative tables giving quick access to equivalent measures between 47 major trading cities.   $4000 
 

 Painted reproductions of ancient glass  
 

49) MINUTOLI and KLAPROTH. Über antike Glasmosaik. Berlin: Mauer, 1817. 
 Folio. Lithographed title, 6 engraved plates illustrating 8 glass objects, all finely colored in gouache. Original 
bright blue wrappers.    
  A superbly illustrated treatise on ancient colored glass by an important antiquarian, privately printed in 
fewer than ten copies. This copy was given to the author’s pupil, Prince Friedrich Karl Alexander of Prussia. 
The gouache-work, which reproduces the colors and designs of the original glass objects, provides details not 
supplied by the underlying engravings.  $6500 
 

 Calligraphic specimens & letter-writing tips, from A to Z 
 

50) MÖLLER, Arnold. Schreib-Stübelein. [Lübeck, 1643-1649].  
 Oblong 8vo. 57 calligraphic engravings, one with author portrait, and one white-on-black woodcut alphabet, 
woodcut emblems. Seventeenth-century dark blue goatskin gilt with owner’s initials and date 1677.  
   A fine copy of a handsome German calligraphy book. The “little writing chamber” includes multiple 
examples of the common German writing scripts, Kurrent, Kanzlei, and Fraktur, as well as variants used in 
Swedish and Danish and italic scripts used for Latin, Spanish, Italian and Polish, with one specimen each of 
Greek and Hebrew. Part 4 contains an amusing guide to the ars epistolaria, with sample letters addressed and 
signed from A to Z, and an illustrated alphabetical guide to emblems. $12,000 
 

Goya’s Desastres viewed by a French officer 
 

51) NAPOLEONIC WARS, PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN – MONTVAILLANT, H. de. Manuscript memoir of a 
captured French officer's experiences in Spain, 1808-1809. [Hunthill House, Scotland, 1814].  
 4to. Manuscript on paper, in English. Contemporary goatskin. 
 An unpublished memoir of the bloody Peninsular War, by a French army officer, one of the few survivors of 
the Battle of Bailén in 1808.  Although matter-of-fact in tone, the details of the memoir are searing.  $8800 
 

Teaching women to knit 
 

52) NETTO, Johann Friedrich & LEHMANN, F. L. Die Kunst zu stricken, Leipzig: Georg Voss, 1804.  
 Oblong folio, engraved title, 50 engraved plates, consisting of 25 plates in two states, colored and uncolored. 
 Second, enlarged edition in German, with ten new plates, of a beautifully illustrated manual for knitting and 
crocheting. Netto, a drawing-master who published several needlework manuals, aimed to initiate women 
into a craft previously practiced mainly by men.  $5800 

 

Ecclesiastical luxury 
 

53) OFFICE OF THE VIRGIN, Latin & Italian. Officio della B. V. Maria. Rome: Salvioni, 1756.  
 8vo. Contemporary Italian goatskin with large rococo dentelle border and silver clasps. 
 A splendid rococo binding on a luxuriously illustrated Office of the Virgin, produced by the Printers to the 
Vatican.  $7500 
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Ugliness beautifully printed 
    

54) PAULUS DE SANCTA MARIA (SALOMON HA-LEVI). Scrutinium scripturarum. [Strassburg: Johann 
Mentelin, not after May 1470]. 
 Folio. Rubricated. Contemporary blind-tooled calf. From the library of the Carthusians at Trier.  
 

 FIRST EDITION of this influential polemical text against Jews and Judaism by a converted Castilian Talmudic 
scholar, who served successively as both grand Rabbi and Bishop of Burgos, printed on the first press of 
Strassburg. A large copy, preserving many deckle edges and two series of MS quiring. Goff P-201. $57,500 
 

A high point of German sixteenth-century book illustration 
  

55) [PETRARCA-MEISTER]. JUSTINUS. Hystorien. [Bound with:] HERODIANUS. Der Fürtrefflich 
Griechisch geschicht schreiber Herodianus. [both] Augsburg: Heinrich Steiner, 19 August 1531. [Bound with:] 
CICERO. Officia, in German. Augsburg: Steiner, 7 Dec. 1531. 
 

 Folio. 3 volumes in one. Woodcuts Contemporary pigskin. 
 First Editions in German of Justinus & Herodianus (issued together) bound with the third edition of 
Steiner’s best-selling illustrated Cicero, De Officiis, published the same year as the first two editions. The 
woodcuts by the "Petrarca-Meister" are among the masterpieces of German Renaissance book illustration. 
  $22,000 

A Repton rarity 
 

56) REPTON, Humphry, designer. Peacock’s Polite Repository, or Pocket Companion. London: T. Rickaby 
for William Peacock & Son, 1802.  
 16mo. Engraved frontispiece and 14 small engravings by John Peltro after Humphry Repton. Publisher’s red 
goatskin gilt mosaic binding with original slipcase.  
 A very rare almanac-diary, illustrated with views of country-seats, DESIGNED BY HUMPHRY REPTON, showing 
estates whose gardens & grounds he had been commissioned to redesign.  This issue not in OCLC. $2800 
 

A fifteenth-century reliure parlante? 
 

57) [RICHARDUS DE SANCTO LAURENTIO]. De laudibus Mariae. Strassburg: Martin Flach, 1493. 
 Folio. Rubricated. Contemporary blind-stamped pigskin from an unidentified bindery, decorated with a 
variety of stamps, including a small Virgin and Child roundel.  
 Second edition of a comprehensive Mariological compendium containing an exhaustive encyclopedia of 
metaphorical and allegorical references to the Virgin. The work was long misattributed to Albertus Magnus. 
This edition, published 20 years after the first edition (Strassburg, Mentelin, not after 1473), contains a preface 
from the printer, enumerating the typographical apparatus and reading aids, including three indices, with 
which he has rendered his edition easy to use. Goff A-248.  $14,000 

 

   Veronese pyrotechnics 
 

58) RIMENA, Marco Antonio. Glorioso tributo delle muse Nelle Nozze delli Signori, Marchese Ippolito 
Malaspina, e Donna Luigia Gonzaga. Verona: Giovanni Battista Merlo, [1670].  
 4to. Engraved armorial frontispiece & large folding plate. Boards. 
 ONLY EDITION, a rare collection of epithalamic verses, illustrated with a large engraving of the festive 
fireworks. No copies outside of Italy. The Libreria Vinciana copy.  $5400 
 

Pleasing to the touch and eye  
 

59) RITTMEYER, Johann. Himmlisches Freuden-Mahl der Kinder Gottes auff Erden. Lüneburg: Stern, 1730. 
  Agenda 12mo. Engraved emblematic plates. Contemporary German rayfish binding with repoussé silver 
mounts. A luxury copy of a popular devotional manual and hymnal.  $5500 
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Medical botany, illustrated by Hans Weiditz 
 

60) RÖSSLIN, Eucharius and Johannes de CUBA (attributed to). Kreutterbůch von allen Erdgewächs. 
Frankfurt: Egenolff, 1533. [Bound with:] BRUNFELS, Otto. Contrafayt Kreüterbüch. [Part 1]. Strassburg: 
Schott, 1532. [Bound with:] [IBN BUTLĀN, et al.] Schachtafelen der Gesuntheyt. Strassburg: Schott, 1533.  
   3 volumes bound in one, folio. Woodcut illustrations throughout, those in the Rösslin with contemporary 
coloring. 18th-century calf over early wooden boards.                
  FIRST EDITION (Rösslin) and First Editions in German. A collected volume, containing two herbals and the 
first German edition of a compilation of medieval Arab medical treatises, the “Chess Tables of Health,” all 
three works copiously illustrated by or after Hans Weiditz and printed in 1532 & 1533. The three volumes were 
bound together soon after publication, which accounts for the absence of the second part of Brunfels’ herbal, 
not published until 1537.     $35,000 

 

Satan, the scapegoat 
 

61) ROTA, Vincenzo. L’Incendio del Tempio di S Antonio di Padova.  Rome, 1749 [i.e., 1750].  
 8vo. Etched title and 6 plates. Contemporary calf. 
 FIRST EDITION of a poem on the fire that destroyed parts of the Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua in March 
1749, illustrated with six etchings depicting the fire as well as its supposedly diabolical origins. The author, an 
amateur composer and painter, may have designed the etchings.  $2800 
 

Scribble away 
 

62) SCHREIBKALENDER. Grätzerischer Schreibkalender, auf das Jahr … 1795. Graz: Leykam, [1794/95].  
 4to. Red and black printing, Interleaved, with copious manuscript notes. Printed armorial publisher’s 
wrappers. 
 One of the longest running annual “writing calendars,” intended to be interleaved for owner’s notes, as here; 
in the original apparently stencil-printed publisher’s wrappers.  $2750 
 

Very public education 
 

63) SORBONNE THESIS BROADSIDE – BOUCHER, François, artist. MAILLARD, Augustin, respondens. 
Quaestio Theologica. Quis de tenebris nos vocavit in admirabile lumen suum?... Paris: Robert Hecquet for the 
Sorbonne, 1769.  
 Large double-sheet engraved broadside, upper sheet with engraving, lower sheet with engraved cartouche 
containing letterpress text.  
 An imposing two-sheet illustrated broadside announcing the defense of a doctoral dissertation at the 
Faculty of Theology of the Sorbonne. This huge thesis print was designed by the prolific Paris artist François 
Boucher and published by a printmaker who specialized in the production of thesis prints. Copies would have 
been posted on a wall of the Sorbonne to announce the candidate’s public defense of his thesis. The engravings 
could be used interchangeably for different thesis broadsides. Unrecorded.  $6000 

 
64) SORBONNE THESIS BROADSIDE – MAILLARD, Pièrre-Etienne, respondens. Quaestio Theologica. 
Quis fecit hominem ad imaginem suam?... Paris: Hecquet for the Sorbonne, 1768.  
 Large double-sheet engraved broadside, upper sheet with engraving, lower sheet with engraved cartouche 
containing letterpress text.  
 Another unrecorded giant thesis print. The artist’s name is hidden beneath the lower sheet. Such spectacular 
broadsides exemplify the use of monumental engravings for informational and celebratory purposes in 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century educational institutions. Such broadsides could only be afforded by 
wealthy students.  $5500 
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Rationalism in religion: a recipe for rows 
 

65) SOZZINI, Fausto Paolo.  Christianae religionis brevissima Institutio. Raków: Sebastianus Sternacius, 1618.  
 8vo. 18th-century French citron morocco.  Four pages of manuscript notes. 
 FIRST EDITION of Sozzini’s unfinished magnum opus, including the kernel of the Racovian catechism, printed 
at a Reformist colony in Poland that was established in 1569 and destroyed by the Jesuits 70 years later. 
Socinianism, the foundation of Unitarianism, was considered heretical at the time. Sozzini’s manuscript of his 
famous catechism was destroyed by mob violence; this edition contains all that survived.  $9800 
 

Rococo book design in Graz 
 

66) [SZORSA, Michael]. Officium Rakoczianum, oder: Rakoczianisches Gebethbuch. Graz: for Anton Karl 
Pruggmayr, [1775].  
 8vo, 12 engraved plates. Contemporary sheep with gold-tooled and onlaid decor; near-matching slipcase.  
 Unrecorded German illustrated edition of a popular Central European Marian prayerbook, presumably 
bound by the publisher, who was the court bookbinder of Graz.  $4500 

 
Peter Schoeffer’s first independent production 

 

67) THOMAS AQUINAS. Summa theologiae: Secunda secundae. Mainz: Peter Schoeffer, 6 March 1467.  
    Royal folio. South German rubrication. Contemporary blind-stamped calf from the Benedictines at Asbach. 
A large copy, preserving the pinholes and many deckle edges. Provenance: Asbach Benedictines; Munich 
Royal Library duplicate; Ambroise Firmin-Didot; George Dunn; Estelle Doheny.    

 

  SECOND EDITION OF THE SECUNDA SECUNDAE, and of any part of Aquinas's Summa theologiae, the most 
important philosophical treatise of the medieval Church. This is the first dated edition of Aquinas's important 
work.  It was the first book printed by Peter Schoeffer alone. Goff T-209.  $180,000 

  
 With a woodcut tribute to Cologne 

 

68) THOMAS AQUINAS. Super quarto libro sententiarum Petri Lombardi. Cologne: Heinrich Quentell, 2 
February 1480.  
 Folio. First page with a four-part historiated woodcut border of grotesques and scene of the Magi. 
Contemporary German pigskin. Provenance: Eucharius Henner; Earls of Hopetoun. 
 Third edition of Thomas Aquinas’s commentary on Book Four of Peter Lombard’s vast theological 
compilation, and one of the earliest editions from Heinrich Quentell’s first press. A large copy, with deckle 
edges throughout. The supposed remains of the three Kings had been brought to Cologne by Barbarossa in 
the 12th century; hence their traditional association with that city. Goff T-170.  $17,500 

 
Rare press 

 

69) TURRECREMATA, Johannes de. Quaestiones Evangeliorum de tempore et de sanctis. [With:] 
[NICOLAS de BYARD. Summa distinctionum secundum ordinem alphabeti, sive Dictionarius pauperum sive:] 
Flos theologiae. [Vienne]: Eberhard Frommolt, 24 July 1481.  
 

  Folio. Contemporary Mainz binding from the shop of the “Karmeliter-Meister.” The Donaueschingen copy. 
 Two indispensable works for preachers: a treatise on the gospels by Juan de Torquemada, and a popular 
collection of “distinctions,” an alphabetical collection of topics for sermons. This is the first of only two books 
signed by Frommolt, the second printer of Vienne, France. Goff T-551 (2 copies, and a fragment). $28,000 
 

A Cypriot immigrant made Genovese Saint 
 

70) VANNINI, Artemio. Vita e miracoli della Beata Limbania Vergine, et Monaca del Monasterio di San 
Tomaso di Genova. Genoa: Giuseppe Pavoni, 1615 (colophon: 1612). 
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   4to. 4 full-page engravings. 18th-century boards. 
    ONLY EDITION of an illustrated hagiography and miracle book of a Cypriot-Genovese saint with maritime 
connections and a taste for extreme self-punishment.  $3200 

 
Multi-national 

 

71) VELDE, Carl Franz van der. A Embaixada a' China, Romance historico. Lisbon: Morando, 1837. 
 8vo, IN SHEETS: 18 full sheets and two half-sheets.  
 First and only Portuguese edition of a German novel on China by an author of Italian origins with a Dutch 
name. This unbound, unfolded copy is preserved as issued from the press.  $1800 
 

  Incunable of ice-skating 
 

72) ZINDEL, Christian Siegmund. Der Eislauf oder das Schrittschuhfahren. Nuremberg: Campe, 1825.  
 8vo. 6 etched plates by Johann Adam Klein. Publisher’s illustrated paper boards. 
  FIRST EDITION of a notoriously rare ice-skating book, fetchingly illustrated. The first part contains 
instructions for equipment, technique, exercises, and instructions for ice-dancing in a group. Part two 
contains 27 literary pieces, by Klopstock, Goethe, and others, a history of skating, fashion tips, and news of 
races and festivals.  $7000 

___________________________________________ 
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