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1 AVESANI, Gioacchino (17411818).2 UEOal w UUOOE w/
grilli, con una canzonetta per la morte di un griNerona: Guiliari,
1796.

8vo (214 x 146 mm). 28 pp. Contemporary wrappers of
woodblock -printed paper over thin flexible pasteboards, the
paper with overall zigzag design in red and pale green (fading to
backstrip and corners rubbed). $580

Heroic verses on cricket extermination. Avesani taught rhetoric at
the University of Verona from 1755 until he died. One of the more
skillful productions during the vogue in Italy for elevated verses on s
OUOEEOI w UUENI EOCUOwW YI UEOPZUWyEUDE
published in Parma in 1795 and later appeared under the title La :
Grilleide | locate no copies of any edition in American libraries.

The jazzy block-printed stiff paper wrappers, whose overlapping
zigzags create a threedimensional optical illusion, t ypify the
creativity of Italian dominotiers(producers of woodblock -printed
decorative papers). Cataloguers have often attributed all block-
printed Italian papers to the Remondini firm of Bassano, who indeed
dominated Italian decorative paper production in the last quarter of
the eighteenth century and into the nineteenth century, and the
wrappers of this Verona imprint may well have been produced by
them, but there were a number of smaller Italian firms producing
highly varied block -printed paper, includin g in Bologna and Parma,
most of which did not sign their work. Cf. Kopylov, Papiers dominotés
italiens (Paris: Editions des Cendres, 2012)
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Stay in place and accegath: how to handle plague

2 BIEL, Gabriel (ca. 1410/14151495). Sermones dominicales ... Hyemales Estivdeesempore...Sermones medicinales [con]tra pestem
epidemie. [With:] Sermones de Sanctidagenau: Heinrich Gran, for Johann Rynman in Ohringen , 8 June [and 10 July] 1510.

2 volumes in one, 4to (216 x 153 mm)Sermones de tempof#&0], 166 leavesSermones de sanctib (of 86) leaves, foliated [8], CCC-LXX-
CCCCXLVII, without final blank leaf. Double column, gothic types , initial spaces with guide letters. Rubricated: opening initial in blue,

the rest in red, capital strokes in red. Contemporary German blind -tooled calf over wooden boards, sewn on four split -strap hide
sewing supports, covers paneled with an outer border of a repeated scrolling vine roll, inner border of a Maria banderole alternating

with a small rosette, diagonal fillets dividing the central rectangle into 12 compartments, the 8 outer compartments each wit h a small
round fleur -de-lys tool, the 4 inner compartments with a larger rosette in a quadrilateral frame (the tools not found in the

Einbanddatenbank or Schwenke&sammlung; one of two brass fore-edge clasps, the catches remaining but differing from each other,
plain edges, front and rear endleaves each a single sheet of parcment sewn through to create the pastedown and free endleaf, the
parchment shrunk and wrinkled and the pastedown side no longer adhering, revealing sewing structure attaching the boards; rubbed
and chipped, spine largely restored. Modern morocco -backed slipcase with inner folding case. Provenancea few contemporary
marginalia and manicules; bookplate of Otto Orren Fisher (1881-1961), Detroit industrial surgeon and collector. $4000
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A native of Speyer, Biel studied in Erfurt and Cologne, and preached for nearly half a century, first at the Cathedral of Mainz and later for
the Brothers of the Common Life (in Marienthal, Koénigstein and Butzbach), several of whose houses in the German-speaking lands he helped
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Theology at the recently founded University of TUbingen, where he served twice as rector. Although trained in the Thomist tra dition, of
PIT PET wi l wPbUwUOOI UDOI UWEOOUDPET Ul EwOO!T woOil wlOT 1 wOEUUOwWUI xUl Ul Wederbay | UOw! D
was characterized by practicality and an openness to humanism and to the social currents of his time. He had advanced economic ideas, set
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Biel, who wrote his sermons in Latin and delivered them in German, was reputedly ca OO1 EwUT | w? OOBEUET woOi wOi 1 6001 PE

(cf. Catholic Encyclopedia), who contributed two laudatory poems, praising Biel and Steinbach, to the Sermones de tempdfel. [10]v).

Like most of his contemporaries, Biel had no doubt personally experienced outbreaks of plague. Later in his life, in 1483, the entire University
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VD16 B 5398 (=VD16 B 5376, VD16 B 5386, VD16 B 5390, VD16 B 5394, VD16 B 5402, VD16 B 5409). Cf. Ada2@2® (with the Sermones de
Festivitatibus Virginisbut without the Sermones de Tempyir&/erfasserlexikon2853-858; Contemporaries dErasmus( 6 Kt OQw ( d w" UUUDP U U
*EUUDI Ul wapDPUET I OQwyYbUE wE GZatviel Bied nk dieBYiideundOGemeirddEru EBrtigany 18998); pp. 1-24.
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fols. CXLIII -CLV), he considers this question, REVIEWING
THE THEORIES OF CONTAGION AND THE MEDICAL REMEDIES
PROPOSED BY PHYSICIANS and concludes, while conceding
that ? | O &duid leuseen as a form of medicine, and
therefore licit ... it was never the less to be deprecated.
Flight was contrary to charity, since it entailed abandoning
the sick. It was also pointless, since God has set a limit on
every human life; better, therefore, to recognise that
plague is a divine punishment and seek spiritual
Ul T1 01 UEUDOO? wthe Black Meath1998, @pul Ed Ow
1089). Biel recommends trusting the doctors, praying, and
above all, accepting death without fear.

Wendelin Steinbach prepared several discrete collections
Of w! P1 Oz UwUI UOOOUOwWPLT PET wi EEwWOOU
manuscript. They were first published in Tubingen by
Johan Ottmar in 14991500 (Goff B662), as separate
editions though with continuous signatures and foliation.
Readers had these collections bound together in various
combinations, and very few copies contain the complete
series. For the present Hagenau series of editions, the
Sermones de sanctigs signed and foliated consecutively
following the Sermones de festigtibus Virginis (not present
in this copy); it has its own colophon and is complete in
itself. US institutional copies of the 1510 Sermones de
temporewhich contains the two plague sermons, are found
at Harvard, the University of lowa, and possibly the
Newberry Library (in OCLC but not in their online
catalogue). Of the Tubingen edition ISTC locates 5 US
copies (Harvard Countway Library of Medicine, Free
Library, National Library of Medicine, Newberry, and U.
Wisconsin). Gran reprinted the collection in 1 515 and 1520.
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