
 ƫMUSINSKY RARE BOOKS  ƫ

  

www.musinskyrarebooks.com 
+ 1 212 579-2099 

nina@musinskyrarebooks.com 
 

La RÉVOLUTION 

 

 



 

  

Musinsky Rare Books 
  

 

A Revolutionary accessory, combining patriotism and comfort 

 

1)  FRENCH REVOLUTIONARY FAN  ɭ The storming of the Bastille. ɁPrise de la Bastille par les Bourgeois et les braves Gardes 

Françaises de la bonne Ville de Paris, le 14 Juillet 1789. Dédiée à la NationȭɂɯȻ%ÙÈÕÊÌȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ)ÜÓàɯƕƘȮɯƕƛƜƝȼȭɯ 

Hand -colored engraved folding paper fan, printed on recto and verso on two adhered sheets, the recto with a full-width 

etched and engraved scene of the taking of the Bastille, colored in watercolors and white gouache, within stencil-printed 

decorative border, the verso with an engraved poem; mounted on original plain wooden stick s, the guards with narrow 

fillets of decorative bone  along edges and at rivet, the unfolded leaf measuring approx.137 x 500 mm., total fan measurement 

208 x 500 (10 3/4 x 20 in.). Condition: a few small chips and old paper patches, mainly to the borders, one small patch within 

the engraved area, affecting only the background, slight wear along a few pleats, one or two small stains, 2 words slightly 

rubbed on verso, a guard relined.     $4800 
 

A FINE EPHEMERAL SURVIVAL : a rare fan on a popular and dramatic theme, no doubt issued soon after the event depicted. Although 

Éàɯ)ÜÓàɯƕƘɯƕƛƜƝȮɯÛÏÌɯ!ÈÚÛÐÓÓÌɯÞÈÚɯÕÌÈÙÓàɯÌÔ×ÛàȮɯÈÕËɯÐÛÚɯɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯÙÌÈÓÐÛàɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯɁÛÏÌɯÓÌÈÚÛɯÊÙÜÌÓɯÖÍɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯȻ%ÙÌÕÊÏȼɯÚÛÈÛÌɯ×ÙÐÚÖÕÚɂɯ

(Marion, Dictionnaire des Institutions francaises, p. 40), its potency as a visually imposing symbol of tyranny was undim inished. The 

ËÈàɯÖÍɯÐÛÚɯÚÛÖÙÔÐÕÎɯÉàɯÈɯÊÙÖÞËɯÖÍɯÈÉÖÜÛɯƕƔƔƔɯɁÉÖÜÙÎÌÖÐÚɂɯÞÈÚɯÜÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌÓàɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÐÕÛÌÕÚÌɯÉÓÖÖËÚÏÌËȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÖÝÌÙɯƕƔƔɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȮɯ

including 98 attackers, several soldiers and the garÙÐÚÖÕɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈÙØÜÐÚɯËÌɯ+ÈÜÕÈàȮɯÓÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯ#Ìɯ+ÈÜÕÈàɀÚɯÏÌÈËɯ

ÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯ)ÈÊØÜÌÚɯËÌɯ%ÓÌÚÚÌÓÓÌÚȮɯɁ/ÙõÝĠÛɯËÌÚɯ,ÈÙÊÏÈÕËÚȮɂɯÞÌÙÌɯÓÈÛÌÙɯ×ÈÙÈËÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÐÒÌÚȭɯ 

 

3ÏÐÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÔÖÙÈÛÐÝÌɯÍÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÓÈËÐÌÚɯÈÝÖÐËÚɯÈÓÓɯÎÖÙÌȭɯ3ÏÌɯÌÛÊÏÌËɯÚÊÌÕÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÕɀÚɯÍÙÖÕÛɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÈÕÖÙÈÔÐÊɯÝÐÌÞɯÚÏÖÞÐÕÎɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÌÝents 

occurring simultaneously, with six objects and figures number -keyed to an explanatory text printed on the verso. On either sid e 

are two militiamen with pikes and cannons, watching the action: at the left a group of citizens bearing an ax, pike, sword, a nd a 

striped banner (a precursor of the Tricolore?) approach the fortress, looming massively behind them, a white flag waving fro m its 

battlement, while citizens with pikes can be glimpsed on the main opened drawbridge and within the fortress; in the middle 

ÍÖÙÌÎÙÖÜÕËɯÛÏÌɯ&ÖÝÌÙÕÖÙɯËÌɯ+ÈÜÕÈàɯÐÚɯÚÌÐáÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯɁÎÙÌÕÈËÐÌÙɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯcompagnon ÊÓÖÊÒÔÈÒÌÙɂɯȹÞÏÖÚÌɯÕÈÔÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÌÓÚÌÞÏÌÙÌɯ

variousl y given as Harné or Arné and Humbert or Hemert); on the right a crowd of citizens, with a boy drummer at the front, are 

about to confront the heavily guarded first drawbridge, leading to the courtyard, while smoke and flames pour out of other 

buildings, onÌɯÐËÌÕÛÐÍÐÌËɯÈÚɯËÌɯ+ÈÜÕÈàɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌȭɯOn the verso is the text: the title, keyed explanations, and the lyrics to a song in 8 

ÚÛÈÕáÈÚȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÈËÐÕÎɯɁ"ÏÈÕÚÖÕɯËɀÜÕɯ×ÙÌÔÐÌÙɯ"È×ÐÛÈÐÕÌɯ"ÖÔÔÈÕËÈÕÛɯËÌɯ#ÐÚÛÙÐÊÛȮɯÌÕɯÓɀÏÖÕÕÌÜÙɯËÌÚɯ!ÖÜÙÎÌÖÐÚɯËÌɯÓÈɯ5ÐÓÓÌɯËÌɯ

Paris, sur ÓɀÈÐÙɯËÌɯ"ÈÓ×ÐÎÐȮɂɯÈÕËɯÐÕÊÐ×ÐÛɯɁ$ÕÍÈÕÚȮɯÓÌɯ"ÐÌÓɯÉéÕÐÛɯÝÖÚɯÈÙÔÌÚɯɤɯÐÓÚɯÚÖÕÛɯ×ÈÚÚÌáɯÊÌÚɯÑÖÜÙÚɯËɀÈÓÓÈÙÔÌÚȭȭȭɂȭ 
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Fans at the time were often used as propaganda vehicles and adapted popular prints; those responding to current events seem to 

have been produced as quickly as the prints themselves, by specialized imagiers (print engravers and publishers) who probably 

disposed of sheets with the borders pre-stencilled, which they could quickly print off with new topical engravings. Contemporary 

prints of the taking of the Bastille were produced in the hundreds, if  not thousands, and many examples survive. One of the more 

finished engravings, by Jacques-+ÖÜÐÚɯ!ÈÕÊÌȮɯÏÈËɯÈɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÝÌÙàɯÊÓÖÚÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɯÍÈÕȰɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙȮɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ/ÙÐÚÌɯËÌɯÓÈɯ!ÈÚÛÐÓÓÌɯÓÌɯ

ƕƘɯÑÜÐÓÓÌÛɯƕƛƜƝȮɂɯÞÈÚɯÉàɯ#Ü×ÐÕɯȹÊÖ×ÐÌÚɯÖÍ both can be viewed on Gallica). Anonymous copies and adaptations included other prints, 

a broadside with a song, and several fan leaves (Cf. BnF Hennin Collection 10341, Schreiber Collection of Fans in the British 

Museum, nos. 93-96). The Hennin and British Museum examples, and a fan on the same subject in the Fitzwilliam Museum 

(inventory no. 1877051), all differ from the present example in both the image and the printed song; most have a smaller image 

on the front of the fan, flanked by text.     Cf. Collection Michel Hennin. Estampes relatives à l'Histoire de France, vol. 118, Pièces 10278-

10385; Catalogue of the Collection of Fans and Fan-leaves presented to the British Museum by the Lady Charlotte Schreiber (1893), 93-96. 
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Predicting the future on the eve of the Terror 

 

2)  GAME OF FORTUNE  ɭ Le Trésor des Devinations, ou Le Porte-Feuille 

de Jerome Sharp. [Bound with:] Le Nécessaire des Dames et des Messieurs ou 

Dépositaire fidèle & discret. Paris: chez Janet, Successeur du Sr Jubert, 

[1791/1792]. 

24mo (109 x 58 mm). Trésor: 48 pp., [6] leaves. Engraved title showing a 

putto holding up the magic hexagon, and 10 engraved plates by 

Dorgez, all with CONTEMPORARY HAND -COLORING ; a 12-page typographic 

calendar for 1792. Bound before the calendar is the Nécessaire, printed on 

blue paper, 48 pp. Title printed on verso of first leaf, pages 4-13 blank 

except for headings of days of week and rule border, 42-48 with rule 

border only, 12 entirely blank leaves (of blue paper) at end. Contemporary 

red morocco, sides paneled with triple gilt fillets, spine gold -tooled, green 

morocco gilt lettering -piece, board edges with three-part gilt morocco 

sleeve for the stylus (absent), gilt edges.      $3500 

 
A  FINE COPY, WITH THE ENGRAVINGS HAND -COLORED, OF A REVOLUTIONARY -

ERA ALMANACH GALANT  CONTAINING AN ELABORATE FORTUNE -TELLING GAME , 

BOUND WITH THE JUBERT-JANET  NÉCESSAIRE, A POCKET DIARY PRINTED ON AND 

ADVERTISING A SPECIAL PAPER THAT CAN BE WRITTEN ON WITH A METAL STYLUS . 

 

The rules are explained at the outset: the player chooses one of 10 suggested 

ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯȹɂÞÏÖɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÙÌÈÒɯÜ×ɯÍÐÙÚÛȳȮɯ6ÐÓÓɯ(ɯÉÌɯÙÐÊÏȳɂȮɯÌÛÊȭȺȮɯÈÕËɯÛÖÚÚÌÚɯÈɯËÐÊÌɯÖÕɯ

a hexagon divided into numbered compartments, depicted on the engraved 

title; this leads her through a series of numbered charts to the answer in the 

text, which consists of songs set to popular tunes, largely on the themes of love, 

sex, duplicity and heartache. To fill out the final quire, the last few leaves 

ÊÖÕÛÈÐÕɯÜÕÙÌÓÈÛÌËɯÚÈÛÐÙÐÊÈÓɯ×ÖÌÔÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÈ××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯɁÓÌɯ3ÌÐÕÛÜÙÐÌÙɯ,ÈÓÈËÌɂɯȹÛÏÌɯÚÐÊÒɯËàer), which pokes fun at the 

ÔÌËÐÊÈÓɯ×ÙÖÍÌÚÚÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÙÌ×ÙÐÕÛÌËȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÐÛÓÌɯÈÕËɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÈÔÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯ'ÌÕÙÐɯ#ÌÊÙÌÔ×ÚɀɯÉÌÚÛ-selling La Magie 

blanche dévoilée. 
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The game is illustrated with hand -colored engravings by Dorgez, one of the 

more talented almanac illustrators, showing allegorical personifications of the 

titles of each chapter: Truth, Chance, Fortune, Destiny, the Good Fairy, Good 

&ÌÕÐÌȮɯ2àÉÐÓȮɯÈÕËɯÈɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯȹÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯɁ,ÖÛÏÌÙɯÒÕÖÞÚɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɂȺȮɯ

portrayed as a crone-like fortun e-teller, with magic lantern and owl, enticing 

passersby to come try their luck. Also depicted are Nostradamus, and, in a nod 

to the almanac tradition, the legendary (and fictive) mathematician and 

astrologer Matthieu Laensberg, whose name became a synonym of 

the Almanachs de Liège.  

 

In 1789 Pierre-Etienne Janet (1746-1830) took over the shop and bindery of his 

father-in-law the publisher and binder Pierre Jubert, the most important 

ÐÕÕÖÝÈÛÖÙɯÐÕɯ%ÙÌÕÊÏɯÈÓÔÈÕÈÊɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÐÕÎȭɯ%ÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÐÕɯ)ÜÉÌÙÛɀÚɯÍÖÖÛÚÛÌ×ÚȮɯ)anet 

established himself in the rue St. Jacques, and, Revolution or no Revolution, 

systematically published almanacs, most illustrated and offered in a variety of 

leather and embroidered bindings. He eventually built up the business to 

become one of the largest French publishers of gift books, almanacs, and 

ÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÉÖÖÒÚȮɯÌ×ÏÌÔÌÙÈÓɯÎÌÕÙÌÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÐÕÚÛÈàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

firm under his son Louis Janet. Like Jubert, Janet mixed and matched with his 

almanacs various accessory texts and rewriteable notebooks, including 

the Nécessaire, an interactive pocket diary inherited from Jubert, and kept 

constantly in print for binding with almanacs. Described in the long title and the 

ÍÈÊÐÕÎɯɁ4ÚÈÎÌɂɯȹÏÖÞ-to) page as being on a special paper which could be written 

ÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁÔÐÕÌÙÈÓɯÚÛàÓÜÚȮɂɯÈÕËɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÔÖÕÛÏÓàɯÛÈÉÓÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÕÖÛÐÕÎɯÞÐÕÚɯÈÕËɯ

losses at the gaming table, and blank leaves for miscellaneous notes, 

the Nécessaire embraced the personalized functions of almanacs as date books, 

portable account books, and jotting pads. On page 40 is a full-page 

ÈËÝÌÙÛÐÚÌÔÌÕÛɯ ÍÖÙɯ )ÈÕÌÛɀÚɯ ÈÓÔÈÕÈÊÚɯ ÈÕËɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÉÖÖÒÉÐÕËÐÕÎɯ ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚȮɯ

reproducing word -for-ÞÖÙËɯ)ÜÉÌÙÛɀÚɯÖÙÐÎÐÕÈÓɯÈËÚȭ 

 

OCLC records two copies in the US, at NYPL and Bryn Mawr (acquired from us: uncolored, with differ ent calendar, in an 

embroidered binding). Grand-Carteret, Les almanachs français 1074; Cohen-de Ricci, &ÜÐËÌɯËÌɯÓɀ ÔÈÛÌÜÙɯËÌÚɯÓÐÝÙÌÚɯãɯÎÙÈÝÜÙÌÚɯËÜɯ75(((Ìɯ

siècle 74; cf. Léon Gruel, Manuel historique et bibliographique de l'amateur de reliure I:114 (reproducing the Jubert advertisement). 


